
institutional repositories and 
desktop silos



where is a lot of content 
created now?



WebDAV – Web Distributed 
Authoring and Versioning

IETF RFC 2518 (February 1999)
http://ietf.org/rfc/rfc2518.txt

An extension to the HTTP protocol
New verbs (PROPFIND, MKCOL, LOCK...), headers and status 

codes
XML syntax for formatting information

Initially designed as a way to author web sites
Functions a low-end network filesystem over http

WebDAV Home page
http://www.webdav.org

http://ietf.org/rfc/rfc2518.txt
http://www.webdav.org/


what WebDAV looks like on 
the desktop 



folders can have subfolders, 
of course…



and WebDAV folders can be 
almost anywhere…

On Windows

On Linux



all of this happens over HTTP 
(this is a good thing)



consider this repository 
submission



what to do with the incidental 
metadata of everyday things



a WebDAV view of the 
desktop



one option for leveraging WebDAV
and XML: Cocoon & sitemap 
processing
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pipeline processing –
reworking xml in xml

<map:pipeline>
<map:match pattern="welcome.html">

<map:generate src=“content/welcome.xml"/>
<map:transform src="stylesheets/page2html.xsl"/>
<map:serialize type="html"/>

</map:match>

<map:match pattern="welcome.wml">
<map:generate src=“content/welcome.xml"/>
<map:transform src="stylesheets/page2wml.xsl"/>
<map:serialize type="wap"/>

</map:match>

<map:match pattern=“welcome.pdf">
<map:generate src=“content/welcome.xml"/>
<map:transform src="stylesheets/page2fo.xsl"/>
<map:serialize type="fo2pdf"/>

</map:match>
</map:pipeline>



what can happen to a photo 
dragged to a WebDAV drive



which can easily be transformed 
to something like this



and objects can easily live on 
the web



which brings us to metadata (and why 
namespaces can be darn handy)



special friends – sitemaps & 
openoffice

<map:match pattern=“research/*.html">
<map:generate

src="zip://content.xml@{global:staging}{1}.sxw"/>
<map:transform src="xml2html"/>
<map:serialize type=“html"/>

</map:match>



foaf – friend of a friend



openoffice + foaf + trackback = ?

researcher A describes some recent 
analysis of lifestyle decisions leading to 
diabetes

several eminent researchers provide their 
own analysis, linked together by trackback
and validated by foaf

a few bloggers translate the scientific content into 
a more accessible form dozens of people with 
diabetes use trackback to say that the experiments 
capture their own life experiences

researcher B contacts the people who corroborate 
the study, leading to more collaborations.

researchers A & B win a Nobel Prize & donate a 
huge amount of money to the library



is it real or is it memex?



questions?

arhyno@uwindsor.ca
WebDAV/Cocoon Setup Description- http://librarycog.uwindsor.ca/1114918819

Jump to the Code - http://librarycog.uwindsor.ca/resources/davbinGenerator.zip

mailto:arhyno@uwindsor.ca
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